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JOHN McCAN DAVIS. 

Biographical Sketch Prepared at the Request op Histor- 
ical Society by Clinton L. Conklikg and 
H. W. Clendenin. 

John McCan Davis was born in Fulton County, Illinois, 
November 19, 1866, and died suddenly of apoplexy at his home 
in Springfield, on the evening of May 11, 1916. 

He obtained his early education in the public schools of his 
home county. Early in life he developed a taste for journal- 
ism and at the age of fifteen years was a contributor to news- 
papers. While yet a boy he studied shorthand and was able to 
report speeches. Later he taught school for, a short time, but 
when nineteen years old became editor of a weekly paper- at 
Canton, Illinois. During this time he also acted as official 
court stenographer. Leaving this field he was for a short time 
engaged in newspaper work in Iowa, being managing editor of 
a daily paper at Council Bluffs. 

In the fall of 1888 he came to Springfield and for about two 
years was City Editor of the Illinois State Journal. In 1889 
he became resident correspondent for the Chicago Times. At 
one time he managed and had a controlling interest in the 
Springfield News. For many years he was manager of the 
Legislative Bureau of the Associated Press at Springfield, 
and .acted as correspondent, for a number of metropolitan 
newspapers in Chicago, St. Louig, New York and Boston. In 
1891 he was appointed special correspondent of the St. Louis 
Globe Democrat and continuously represented that paper at 
the State Capital for many years. Between the years 1895 and 
1899 he practiced law. In 1897 he was appointed Secretary of 
the State Board of Arbitration and became an authority on in- 
dustrial conciliation and arbitration. He drafted the acts 
passed by the General Assembly of the State of Illinois in 
1899 and 1901 amending the arbitration law. 

In 1900 he was called before the United States Industrial 
Commission to testify before it as an expert. He served one 
term of six years, from 1908 to 1914, as Clerk of the Supreme 
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Court of Illinois, to which office he was elected upon the Ee- 
publican ticket, by a plurality of upwards of 165,000 votes. 
^^The Illinois Statesman" an illustrated Weekly Magazine 
for Illinois was founded by him in April 1911. The last politi- 
cal campaign in which he engaged as a candidate was in 1914 
when he ran on the Eepublican ticket for the place of con- 
gressman-at-large. W. Elza Williams of Pittsfield received 
375,465 votes and J. McCan Davis 373,682. He later went be- 
fore the House of Representatives and asked for a recount on 
the ground that he had been counted out in a few precincts in 
Chicago. The committee on elections refused his request and 
seated Mr. Williams. 

The Capitol Engraving Company, since consolidated with 
the Lawson & Shores Engraving Company, was organized by 
him. 

Few men in the State possessed such a grasp of political 
conditions as Mr. Davis. He was an authority on the history 
of Illinois politics and at one time collected material for a 
book to cover this ground, but it was never finished. He also 
contemplated a life of Stephen A. Douglas and did some pre- 
paratory work upon it. 

Aside from his newspaper work he was widely known as an 
authority on the life of Abraham Lincoln. 

Among his writings are : 

The Early Life of Abraham Lincoln, containing many un- 
published documents and unpublished remininscences of Lin- 
coln's early friends. By Ida M. Tarbell, assisted by Mr. J. 
McCan Davis. Pub. N. Y., S. S. McClure, Limited. London, 
1896. 

Abraham Lincoln, His Book. A facsimile reproduction of 
the original with an explanatory note. By J. McCan Davis. 
New York. McClure Phillips & Co., 1901. 

Breaking the Deadlock. Being an accurate and authentic 
account of the contest of 1903-1904 for the republican nomina- 
tion for governor of Illinois ; including the story of the long 
and remarkable campaign, the proceedings of the State Con- 
vention May 12th to June 3rd, 1904. 441 pp. 8 vo., Spring- 
field, Illinois, 1904. H. 0. Shepard, Pub. 
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How Abraham Lincoln Became President. Centennial Edi- 
tion 1809-1909. 93 pp. 8 vo. Springfield, 1909. The Illinois 
Company, Pub. 

Mr. Davis was a member of the American Bar Association, 
the Illinois State Bar Association, the National Press Asso- 
ciation, the Illinois Press Association, the National Press 
Club of Washington, D. C, the Hamilton Club of Chicago, the 
Illinois State Historical Society and others. 

Mr. Davis was one of the earliest and most active members 
of the Illinois State Historical Society. He was for a number 
of years, chairman of its publication committee. He served 
the Society as its secretary from January, 1902 to January, 
1903. At the time of Mr. Davis* death the Historical Society 
was holding its annual meeting and as soon as the announce- 
ment of it was made, resolutions were passed by the Society 
expressing its sense of the loss it had sustained and offering 
sympathy to his family. 

Not long before his death he suffered the loss of his right 
eye by an accident. The suffering resulting from this injury 
and the worry it occasioned had a serious effect upon him in 
his weakened condition, the result of some months of ill health. 

Surviving him are his wife, Mrs. Florence F. Davis, former- 
ly Miss Florence Flower Packard, of Canton, Illinois; his 
father, M. L. Davis of Peoria ; also two brothers and two sis- 
ters. He had no children. 



